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SECOND MEETING OF 2010

Meeting Called to Order:
The February 8th, 2010 meeting was called to order by President Brian Riffel at 7:22 P.M. Approximately 24 members were
present.

Minutes:
The minutes of the January 11th meeting were read by Secretary Steve Starnes and approved by the membership present.

Treasurerdés Report:

Treasurer Bill Jacobsen read the treasurer report to the members present.
Old Business:

Mark Taylor volunteered to be the CD at the May 15" T-34 race.

Money was approved for finishing the field canopy.

Ron Jones gave an estimate date of completion of the canopy to be around April.

Bill Jacobsen reminded members of the March 1* deadline for renewal of dues for 2010.

Rob Nunes thanked Russell Callahan for the greatwor k he has doswebsiie.n MARCO

New Business:

A field clean up was called for by President Brian Riffel and members agreed to help out on Saturday March 13™ )
Mathew Raymond suggested the club hold 2 new events, a war bird event fly in on March 20th and a scale event in the fall.

Motion to have the war bird event fly in for March 20th was heard and passed with a yes vote.

The scale event is to be evaluated and decided on at the next meeting.

New Members and Guest

Welcome new members, Corina Madrigal, Ed Hamilton, William Bennett, and Ken Simon,
and guest Maryann.

Show and Tell

Frank Osborn brought his biplane. George Silva brought a cowling. Rob Nunes brought his T-34 racer.

| SS— ==

President Brian Riffel adjourned the February 8th. 2010 meeting at 8:45 PM.

Raffle Yes we had a good one again.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Mayday Mayday!!!!

So there | was 3,800ft no engine and an instructor saying "no engine no pfoblean while my brain is
saying "Mayday Mayday | am going down Mayd®AYDAY."

Hold on a seconddmpaying for this, and this @wesome

It is a beautiful Satalay morning in the low 60'sThere is dight wind out of the soutblowing fromthe storm
that is passinghrough. | got to the airport and over looked the grasswvay,inspected myaircraft,and
preparedor the flight ahead not reallynbwing what to expect from thdayd s a d vWenlihewp tee
aircraftwith the runway behind Piper CherokeeWithin seconds we are zooming down the runway lifting off
and trying not to out climb the Cherokedlith the thundering of the wind @und the aircraft we soar up in to
the wild blue yonderWe climb up to 3,800ft thmstructorsayslook to the right make sure it's clegmll the
knob in front of you,then break rightl call out clear right, pull the knob and | hear "bang" then it gets real
guiet ad make a right turn.The Piper that have been fallowing breaks to the left aatlirns to the airport to
leave ne up in the still of the skyWe slowedto aglide speed of 42mph, and stttlescendingt 200fpm.

What agloriousmoment to hear the quiet whistle of the wardundthe aircraft. Harold sitting behind me
s a y i his g thé@ fun pad No engine, no majanstrumentsjust us and naturéNe start doinggometurns
looking for some lift to help hold us alofftNot much on this day, bdihe view infront of the Schweizer 233,
was great.The green hilaroundAvenal theairport belav us andthe grace of soaring like @aagle This is
my first time in a glider.l got 2 lessons thatay. It was a great day.

o ‘ at Avenal.

Till next month flysafe.
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FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Angle of Attack- Landings

In Feb 2009 | learned how to land with a plane called Lucky Star. In Dec
and Jan of 2010 | was having a lot of problems landing after not flying for
two months. |wentbacktothe LuckyStar tr ai ner as | di c
my new low wing Sky Raider. Poor Lucky Star, | would land and crash and
then Dennis would fix it and | might land a time or two and then crash again.
Finally Lucky Star could take it no more and went down right after Dennis
took off with it. It made a curve in the sky and came down hard into the
muddy ground. All that was left sticking out was the tail and that is all that
we have left of it. So now | needed to start over, still afraid of crashing the
new Sky Raider tail dragger. Carlos stepped up to the plate and suggested
that | fly his trainer on a buddy box with him. At first | was afraid of
crashing, but | knew that | had to try and get over my crash landing fears.
Our new member Ted had told me to embrace landing, but | was having
major difficulty doing that. Dennis had taught me to land well last year but
somehow | just forgot how to come down without crashing. Carlos had his
work cut out to get my confidence back up. | am happy to say that Wed. the
17th of Feb., | made 12 successful landings on the buddy box with Carlos
and then with Dennis at my side | made another 3 landings on my new Sky
Raider with no buddy box. | landed on one wheel a couple of times but was
able to balance it so that it came back to all the wheels. | was so happy to
make 15 landings with no crashes. | still need to learn to land at the lake
this year, but now | am really looking forward to it. So if you had a few bad

| andi ngs i ntfeellsa, jystagst somel ppactide. Thank you
Dennis and Carlos for hanging in there with me, and remember no guts, no
glory. Happy flying and hope to see you out at the airfield. Gayle

Lucky Star now and new. &
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS
BY VP DENNIS NISHIMOTO

Someone left the gate open on the weekend of Feb. 7" so another reminder to close
the gate if youbre the | ast one to | eave.
gate would be appreciated.

There has been a sad lack of dry sunny days in February forcing us to fly only on the
few sunny ones left. With daylight only lingering on till 5pm, this month has seen very
little flying from me. Speaking of which there was one day in February that was perfect
for flying. The sun was trying its best to illuminate the aircraftd fuselages as they
rolled and looped against the cotton white cloud filled sky. You moved your chair to sit
in the sun where the temperature treated you to a relaxing bath of radiant heat. The
wind was dead still for the whole day making going into the air and exiting nearly
flawless maneuvers an exercise in perfection. Unfortunately this kind of a day lulled
some people into a false sense of security as they somehow forgot how rain soaked
the soil had become from the storms continually dumping rain the week before.

People stuck vehicles in the mud, a common thing around here this time of year and

| dm not talking one vehicle. Unf ort (tmat e
day when the audience happens to be the been there, seen that, done that crowd). Of
course, | was there giving my share of opinions to anybody that would listen. And we
all thoroughly enjoyed watching the show. But then everyone got pulled out, winched
out, and dug out and our entertainment for the day was over. We all had a great day
and went home. Of course the rest of the story is that | left last and got stuck! | was
lucky enough not to have an audience except for a camera toting editor and a great
friend to come out and rescue us. Thank you Dee Neiderheiser.

We can all look forward to the great weather March holds for us, to get our newest

aircraft into the air, to test that engine that was bought in the dead of winter, or trying

out that fancy new computer radi o we unwr
too long to bring the new stuff and try it out. Spring brings out the crop dusters and
they have already gotten a good start on
forget the wind March brings with it. | always think my skills for flying suffer great
setbacks when the crosswinds start messing with my routines for setting up takeoffs,
landings, and everything in between.

| hope to see you all out at the field next month and hope the weather is a lot better
than February.

Y o u &P @ennis Nishimoto
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PICTURE TIME

Feb. 10" 2010




