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M.A.R.C.S. Calendar: 

 

Contest/Fun Calendar: 

February 8th. Club Meeting 7:00 PM 

Madera Country Farm Bureau Office 

1102 South Pine Street. 

 

Sat.  April 17
th
 MARCS first monthly float fly. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Raffle Prizes: Prizes such as glue, props, motors, 

Fuel etc., can be won for just a dollar 

Per ticket, or six tickets for five dollars. 
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FIRST MEETING OF 2010 

 

Meeting Called to Order: 
The January 11th, 2010 meeting was called to order by President Brian Riffel at 730 P.M. Approximately 28 members were 
present. 
 

Minutes: 
The minutes of the December 2009 meeting were read by Secretary Steve Starnes and approved by the membership present. 
 

Treasurerôs Report: 
 
Treasurer Bill Jacobsen read the treasurer report to the members present. 
 

 

Old Business: 
 
Secretary Steve Starnes gave members an update on the non-profit application. 
Ron Jones reported on the status of construction on the shade cover. Comments and suggestions were heard from 
Members with a consensus of how to proceed agreed upon by members. 
Gary Jorgenson and a few volunteers have applied weed killer donated by Milt Taylor to the areas around the pits and taxi 
ways. 
A reminder of the 400ô height limit to be observed by all members at the MARCS club field. 
Donations to purchase start up stands are still being taken 
 
New Business: 

 
T 34 races were discussed with the May 15 date suggested by J D Johnson and agreed by members. 
J D asked for a volunteer to be the Contest Director, also for volunteers to help with the event. 
Also JD gave a report on the Warbird race in the fall with the possibility of sponsors being lined up by Kevin Norred 
Discussion of where to move the storage container was heard, with a motion to move it to the southwest corner of the 
parking lot passing with a yes vote. 
Longtime member Robert Stark has passed away; he will be missed by many club members.  Ron Jones will acquire a name 
plate to be attached to the plaque of members who have passed away. 
 
 
New Members and Guests 

 
 New members are Ted Morgan, TW Scott, and Matthew Raymond with guests Maryann, Jan, Heather and little sister.   
  
  
Show and Tell 
 
One old beat up Cessna made of foam that no one wanted to take home.  
  
 
 President Brian Riffel adjourned the meeting January 11th. 2010 meeting at 9 PM. 
 

 

  

Raffle Yes we had a good one again. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

 
 

Dear Members 
 How many times have you driven out to the club when itôs beautiful at your house 
and you get to the field and the weather is so bad you donôt want to get your plane out of 
the car?  Or you stay home because the weather is not that great at your house, only to 

find out from you from your friends that it is the best day of the year to fly.  Do you ever 
wish there is a way know what the weather is doing out at the airport.  Well there is a 
way to know before you go.  You could wait for a friend to get there and call him and see 
what the weather is doing.  Some clubs go as far to install a web cam that you can see 
from the internet.  I have heard some clubs have a small weather station that says wind 

and temperature.   
The best thing about our club is we already have one installed and maintained by 

the airport.  The Airport has an Automated Surface Observing System or ñASOSò on the 
field.  All you have to do is call 559-674-1781 and listen to the current weather.  The 
ASOS will give you the time the observation was taken, the wind direction and speed, 

visibility in miles, sky condition or height of clouds, then the Temperature and due point 
fallowed by the altimeter setting. 

 

 
 

 I look forward to the next meeting which we will talk about for the rest of this year 
coming events.  At the last meeting we set the dates for the T-34, and Warbird races. 

We have a lot of good stuff to look forward to this year.  See you there. 
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FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

 

Angle of Attack 

 

When we were at Fantasy of Flight in Florida attending their Roar and Soar event, we met Rudy Froeschle.  

Rudy was a co-pilot for B-17ôs for the Army Air Corps in World War II.   He had enlisted on February 14
th
, 

1942 in the Aviation Cadet program.  He received his wings on May 26
th
 1943.  He joined the 384

th
 BG, 544

th
 

SQ at Grafton-Underwood, England August 1943.   

 

He was flying in a mission over his fatherôs hometown of Stuttgart Germany when his plane was shot down 

on Sept 6
th
, 1943.  He was 21 years old when that happened.  Both of his parents were born in Germany, but 

had moved to the USA and had married on the first day of World War I.  He thought since he knew how to 

speak German maybe he could fake that he was from Germany, but he couldnôt name an airbase there.  He 

was now a prisoner and was sent to Stalag Luft III for awhile. Rudy taught a course in conversational German 

and German grammar and literature while he was there.  A YMCA rep brought him a trombone to play as he 

had played one in High School and College bands before.  This trombone was stolen becoming famous for 

being the top of the still that was in the movie ñThe Great Escapeò.  He was an interpreter and translator and 

sang with the Center Camp Chorus.  He lived in the barracks called Combine 6 which he shared with his 

navigator Lesta (Tex) Shackelford, and bombardier Art Dinndorf.  The prisoners were forced to march in 

freezing weather at the end of January, wearing bowling shoes and a pair of rubber overshoes.  Rudy got 

severe frostbite on his feet and lower limbs as they marched for 10 days sometimes through snow.  After a 

ride in a boxcar they ended up at Stalag VII-A where they stayed until they were finally liberated on April 29
th
 

1945.   

 

When Rudy went back to Germany in 1979 he visited the site where he was shot down and captured.  There 

was a French lady who had saved a piece of the B-17 and mailed it to him after his visit there.  He also went 

to see the monument that remains at Stalag VII-A , close to Munich.   There is a photo of Rudy with his tin 

can cooking stove next to the barb wire fence in a TV documentary on the History Channel, called the Great 

Escapes of World War II.  The photo can be seen about 6 minutes after the film begins.  It was a pleasure 

meeting Rudy at Fantasy of Flightôs Roar and Soar event.  He told Dennis exactly how many months, days, 

and hours he was held as a prisoner of war so I donôt think that it is something that he can ever forget. 

 

   Rudy at Fantasy of Flight when we met him at Roar & Soar event 

 

I want to thank MARCS member Jaime Cervantes for fixing my laptop that was not working.  He did a great 

job of saving my files and pictures that I had not backed up yet and getting it up and running again.  I can 

now edit this newsletter on my laptop and its working great.  If you need any pc or laptop help, he does a 

good job. You can email him at jcer93705@hotmail.com.  Hope to see you out at the airfield.  Gayle 

mailto:jcer93705@hotmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

BY VP DENNIS NISHIMOTO 
 
 

Welcome to the new year.  Have you made some New Yearôs resolutions for the coming 
year?  I plan to get better with my flying and hovering, both involve getting inverted.  
People say itôs so hard keeping those resolutions, I say just make ones that are fun. 
 

New Yearôs day we had someone leave a plug wrench at the field so call me if you canôt  
find yours (559-223-0040).  We had 2 horses show up at my house New Years day that 
got out of their corral.  We kept them safe until the owners showed up, the horseôs 
names were Jet and Speed.  Gayle hoped the owners would show up, just not so soon.  
So if your plug wrench went missing at the Frozen Thumb Fly call me, you wonôt have to 

describe it in as much detail as Gayle required of the horse owner. 
 
 
Decemberôs Christmas party was well attended.  With excellent food and great friends, 
the party turned out to be a lot of fun.  We had the best raffle of the year with planes, 

fuel, and building materials.  With all of the food that everyone brought Iôm sure I put on 
a few pounds that day.  We were all well entertained by guest speaker Harlow Voorhees 
who told us about his experiences in the FAA as a FAASTeam Investigator.  I left with a 
greater knowledge and appreciation of the investigation techniques employed by these 
guys.   

 
 
The Frozen Thumb Fly had a great turnout.  The weather was definitely warmer than 
last year.  We had a fun day of flying with a barbeque lunch of tri tip cooked by Steve 
Starnes with Kathy Taylor and Francie Valentine helping with the setup.  We also had 

Joe Conway and his two boys as guests.  Carlos Valentine got Joe on the buddy box for 
a flight on his sky raider trainer.  To my recall I donôt think anyone crashed that day so 
the dubious distinction of first crash of the year will go unclaimed for now. (Iôm not 
saying anything).      
 
 

Well for now thatôs all for January.  See you at the field. 
VP Dennis Nishimoto 
 

NEW MEMBERS: 

 

Ted Morgan, T W Scott,  and Matthew Raymond 
Welcome to MARCS.  We look forward to having you join in the fun of flying at the field.  See you there. 
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For Sale:   P-51B Made by Sig with all servos mounted. A 1.00 Saito for power.  If you need anymore 

info let me know. Asking $450.00 Firm, its worth around $700.00. Never flown.  Mike Jennisonôs phone # is 

559 227-2198.  Please give Mike a call if you are interested in buying it.    

 

We are now listing planes and engines that are for sale by MARCS members.  Email me at 

ponyt@comcast.net if you have one to sell and I will put it in the next newsletter.  Thanks, Gayle 

PICTURE TIME 

 
MARCS CHRISTMAS Party Dec. 2009 

    
 

    
 

       
 

 

mailto:ponyt@comcast.net

