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M.A.R.C.S. Calendar: 

 

Contest/Fun Calendar: 

January 11th. Club Meeting 7:00 PM 
Madera Country Farm Bureau Office 

1102 South Pine Street. 
 

Jan. 1
st
. MARCS Frozen Thumb Fly - BBQ & 

Potluck 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Raffle Prizes: Prizes such as glue, props, motors, 
Fuel etc., can be won for just a dollar 
Per ticket, or six tickets for five dollars. 
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TWELFTH MEETING OF 2009 

 

Meeting Called to Order: 
The December 12th, 2009 meeting was called to order by President Rob Nunes at 12:03 P.M. Approximately 29 members were 
present. 
 

Minutes: 
The minutes of the November 2009 meeting were read by Secretary Steve Starnes and approved by the membership present. 
 

Treasurerôs Report: 
 
Treasurer Bill Jacobsen read the treasurer report to the members present. 
 
 

 

Old Business: 

 
A vote was taken and passed to make our web-master position an officer position. 
A vote was also taken and passed to continue with work on our shade cover. 
We now have our new club officers for 2010, Brian Riffel will be president, Russell Callahan web-master and Terry Fleck our 
#3 trustee. All other positions will be held by the same members as 2009. 
Milt Taylor said he would get some weed killer for the field. 
Ron Jones said he would continue working on the shade cover. 
 
 
 

New Business: 
 

Plaques were given out to our new life members. 
Awards were also given out to some members for all their work in the club for 2009. 
Carlos Valentine said that Ted Morgan was able to solo his new plane. Ted will be joining our club for 2010. 
Our new web-master commented on the web site. Said he is rebuilding it and it should be up soon. 
Tom Berg thanked all of those that brought a toy to the Christmas party for Toys for Tots. 
 
 
 

New Members and Guest 

 

 We had a very large number of family members present as guests. 

  
  

Show and Tell 

 

None this month. 

  

 

 

 President Rob Nunes adjourned the December 12
th

, 2009 meeting at 1:25 PM. 

 

 

Raffle Yes we had a good one again. 
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FROM THE OLD PREZZZ 
 

Happy New Year everyone!  I would like to start by thanking everyone for asking me to be president 
for 2010.  I look forward to leading the club in the new year.  This time of year always makes me 
reflect on the past year and I always think about the experiences I've had.   
  
I got to fly a PT-19 from Madera back to Fresno.  The thrill of flying an open cockpit airplane.  Being 
at the controls of a vintage World War 2 trainer.  For a moment I felt like I was training for war.  
  
I got to copilot a Learjet 23 to Burbank.  A Lear 23 is like a missile with wings.  On takeoff from 
Madera Airport I was told to call out airspeed alive 50, 100, rotate, 120 gear up.  What did get out 
was holy ----, oh crap airspeed 150 gear up.  Leveling off over Fresno at 300kts at 16,500ft.  Then 40 
minutes later landing at Burbank.   
  
I also got to fly a Light sport plane from Fresno to Tracy and land in 22kt crosswind.  That will get 
your heart pumping. 
  
Taking my wife to Monterey for our Wedding Anniversary. 
  
It was nice to take a year off of racing T-34.  I actually got the chance to enjoy flying airplanes without 
thinking if I made a good turn and was my timing right.  Would I have jumped the start if I did that?   
  
Flying in the Legends over Madera Air show was a real thrill.  Getting up in the air in front of 5,000+ 
people.  Organizing our Demo and being told it was a great job and very professional.   
  
I had the chance to fly JD's big aero works edge.  What a smooth flying machine.   
  
I had the chance to fly Miltôs Stearman.  That is a great flying plane that makes you use rudder.  It is 
a great challenge.  Now I want one.  We wonôt talk about the Big Ultra Hots he asked me to fly but 
forgot to tell me it was really tail heavy.  Or how I had to crash his sky raider after the servo gave up.   
  
Gary also let me fly his little sport plane, Carlos let me play with his trainer, Dennis and Gayle let me 
fly one of their sky raiders and we had fun counting my bounces on landing.  Or Ron letting me fly 
pretty much everything he owns.  Letôs not forget about building every other Monday down at Hobby 
Town.   
  
The best thing about all this is doing it with friends.  People who have a thirst for knowledge, a 
hunger for aviation.  Who just want to help someone out.  It is you members that make me want to be 
President this year.  The ones who want to do it, and do it better and most of all want to fly in 2010.  
One thing I promise for 2010 is to bring one of my own planes to the flying field and fly some of my 
stuff. 
  
See you at the "FROSEN THUMB FUN FLY" and our next meeting 
  
Brian Riffel 
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FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR- Gayle 

Angle of Attack- Air Museums & World War II Pilots 

 
In October Dennis and I went to the War Eagles Air Museum in Santa Teresa New Mexico.  We saw over 30 
aircraft, war birds, trainers, and civilian, from the last 70 years.  They also had over 40 classic cars to see.  We 
were there for a couple of hours and enjoyed checking out all the planes.   
 
We also went to Fantasy of Flight by Orlando Florida.  They were having an event called Roar and Soar.  
When we first arrived we saw two remote control planes in a dog fight with streamers.  There was also a 
classic boat regatta at the lake and a slalom car race and some classic cars.  They had the Blues Brothers for 
entertainment, and an extreme cycling demonstration.  They had an aerial demonstration of a World War II 
plane that took off from the grass and flew around very low.  The highlight of the day for me was meeting 
Barry Vincent Smith a  WASP (Women Air force Service Pilots) from World War II that is 91 years old,  and 
use to test fly the war planes to make sure that they were safe for the men to fly them.   She was born Mabelle 
Vincent, but she hated that name.  When she was 22 her brother called and advised her to get pilot training, 
as she would need 35 hours in the air to join the Air Corps.  She hitch hiked to the local airfield and enrolled in 
flight training.  She took 8 lessons at $14 a week, paid out of her $25 a week salary from her telephone 
company office where she worked at in New York.  Barry was one of the 25,000 women who were interviewed 
in New York and was among the 1,830 accepted.  She was among the 1,074 to complete WASP training and 
earn her wings.  Her brother George flew over to pin the wings on her chest. 
 
  When she reported for duty at Blackland Army Air force base in Waco Texas, the officers handed her a 
parachute and gave her 3 hours of instruction on the twin engine plane she would be testing.   The guys that 
flew the planes in the war got 5 months of instruction to learn to fly the same plane.   She logged more than 
1,500 hours of flight in one year while she was a WASP.  She was rated for multi-engines so was able to fly 
everything from an open cockpit biplane to the AT-10. The WASPS  were considered civil service,  but they 
wore the uniform of an Air Corps officer and were given the unofficial status of Second Lieutenant  The 
WASPS finally received their veteran benefits in 1979 after a long fought battle by a dedicated group of 
WASPS.  After the war she said that nobody wanted to hire them as a pilot.  She told Delta that she could fly 
anything that they had, but they just offered her a job as a stewardess.  While visiting her mother in Sebring 
Fl, she found her old flame, Lester Smith who was an island fighter with the Marines.  They married and had 
four children. She was also an experienced horse woman as she rode a lot at her familyôs ranch.   She got to 
ride with Roy Rogers one time as he could tell that she was good at riding horses.  We also met a WW II co-
pilot of a B17 that was a prisoner of war, but I will tell you about that next month.  Happy New Year !!!! 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

BY VP DENNIS NISHIMOTO 
 
 

As we close out another wonderful year I feel we should say thanks for all the hard 
work put in by our outgoing president, Rob Nunes.  From handling the monthly 
meetings to guiding our club through the course of future events and all the planning 
thatôs involved with guiding an organization comprised of over 80 members Rob has 
done a great job.  He has given a lot of personal time to our club and thatôs something 
you just canôt measure.           
  
Spraying of weeds has been almost completed, mechanical difficulties have hampered 
the progress but we will be completed soon as we get a bigger hammer, (ha ha).  I had 
to include the picture it reminded me of what we would say to the shop mechanics 
when our trucks broke. (Itôs youôre job to fix it and mine to break it).  

                    Good to the last drop?    
 
Its nice to get back to flying after being gone for 6 weeks, we visited a few flying fields  
one in Orlando, one in Ocala Florida, and one in Harriman Tennessee.   We had a 
personal tour of the retirement community calledò On top of the worldò.  I hadnôt flown 
off grass since the 80ôs but their grass runway looked like a great place to try it.  If 
anyone is interested in the community contact Val Semler at 1-800-421-4162.  I also 
have a DVD on the retirement community along with litature and floor plans of houses.    
 
I hope everyone is ready for the frozen thumb fly potluck.  Hot chocolate, coffee, and 
chili will be available for those who need warming and stayed up too late New Years 
Eve.  Make sure to get warmed up before flying.  If you fly electrics maybe you could 
use those hot batteries to warm your hands. (ha ha)  
 
Well this is all for this December.  I hope Santa has brought you that special gift and 
your new year will be one filled with good health, good times, and good friends. 
 
Youôre VP Dennis Nishimoto   
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NEW MEMBERS: No new members to report on this month. 

PICTURE TIME 

 

     

Frank Osborneôs  Extra                                                Gayleôs Sky Raider 

 

   

Larry Sutherlandôs plane                                   Mark Haleôs new Twist 

    

Air Museum by El Paso.     Helps to enforce 400ôceiling?   P40 at War Eagles Air  

                                                                                                             Museum. 

 


