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M.A.R.C.S. Calendar: 

 

Contest/Fun Calendar: 

June 8
th

. Club Meeting 7:00PM 
Madera Country Farm Bureau Office 

1102 South Pine Street. 
 

June 6
th

. MARCS Memorial Fly, club field. 
June 21

st
. MARCS Float Fly. 

July 4
th

. MARCS Club Fly, club field. 
 
 
 
  

Raffle Prizes: Prizes such as glue, props, motors, 
Fuel etc., can be won for just a dollar 
Per ticket, or six tickets for five dollars. 
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FIFTH MEETING OF 2009 

 

Meeting Called to Order: 
The May 11th, 2009 meeting was called to order by President Rob Nunes at 7:20 P.M. Approximately 12 members were present. 
 

Minutes: 
The minutes of the April 2009 meeting were read by Secretary Steve Starnes and approved by the membership present. 
 

Treasurerôs Report: 
 
Treasurer Bill Jacobsen read the treasurer report to the members present. 
 

 

Old Business: 

 
 A big thank you went out to the members that showed up and volunteered to work our T-34 race. 
JD Johnson, Mike Jennison and James Garner were also thanked for their part in working at the race. 
Ron Jones and members were also thanked for showing up and having a workday at the field back in April. A lot was done 
and our field is looking very nice. 
VP Dennis Nishimoto commented on our first float fly of the year. About 40 people showed up and everyone had a great time. 
 An update was given on our clubs 25

th
 Anniversary for next year. 

Ron Jones gave us an up date on the Legends over Madera air show. He said that more volunteers are needed. 
A reminder was given on our upcoming float fly meet on May 16

th
. 

 
 
 

New Business: 
 

Club is talking to Scott Malta about holding the West Coast Giant Scale IMAA Meet at our club field next year. 
A reminder was given about our upcoming Memorial fly on June 6

th
. This year’s theme is World War II. 

Club has decided to hold a club fly on the 4
th 

of July this year since it lands on a Saturday. 
Club will now start taking donations at the float flies to help cover the cost of the food. 
 
 
 

New Members and Guest 

 
 Kevin Norred. 

   

Show and Tell 

 
Rob Nunes brought in his Hanger 9 F6F-5 Hellcat that he is putting together for the Memorial fly. It will be powered by a 
Zenoah G-20 engine and guided by a Futaba radio system. He is also adding some scale detailing to dress it up a bit. 
 
 
 President Rob Nunes adjourned the May 11th. 2009  meeting at 8:52 PM. 

 

 

 

Raffle 
 Yes we had a good one again. 
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FROM THE OLD PERZZZ 
 

Hello Everyone, I hope that all is well! 

I just want to thank all those members who showed up to work our T-34 race in May. We had 

about 15 members that volunteered their time to do the various tasks that needed to be done. JD 

Johnson CD the race and it could not have happened without him. James Garner and Mike 

Jennison worked their magic at the BBQ grill and cooked the hotdogs and hamburgers for 

everyone to enjoy. The rest of the members counted laps or judged a pylon. We had another 

great raffle thanks to Bill Jacobsen and the race promoters and some of the gang took home 

some nice prizes. In all we had 32 entries that came out to race and the weather could not have 

been better. It ended up being another successful race, and again I just want to say thank you. 

Member Ron Jones headed up a workday out at the field in April. About 14 members put in a 

full days work painting, rebuilding tables and cutting down weeds. Steve Starnes and James 

Garner cooked the noon time lunch for everyone to enjoy and Rick Madrigal donated the 

redwood for the tabletops. Thanks to them our field is looking great, and again thanks goes out 

to them for their hard work. 

Our clubôs 25
th
 Anniversary is coming up next year. I have been thinking of some ideas that we 

could do to celebrate this special occasion. At the March meeting I made a proposal to give 

members that will have 25 years in, a life membership. The club will vote on this at a later 

meeting. Those that will have 25 years in are mostly our clubs founding fathers that are still 

with us; these members are Milt Taylor, Larry Surtherland, Bill Bockenoogen, John Damiano 

and Dee Neiderheiser. Bill Bockenoogen was given a life membership about two years ago 

when he was awarded a plaque at our Christmas party; he was also the clubs first president. I 

also have spoken to Terry Fleck who headed up the clubs T-shirt and hats sell last year. The 

idea here is to have some more shirts made up for our 25
th
 Anniversary, and sell them to our 

members. Our new life members would receive a special shirt that says life member on it. As 

far as a flying event goes, our annual memorial fly that is held on the first Saturday in June 

would work. Next years theme is the Jet Age and it should be exciting. 

Speaking of our Memorial fly it will be here by the time you read this. World War 11 is this 

yearôs theme, but if you donôt have a War bird, donôt  worry bring what you have. 

Looking ahead the clubs June float fly is a go. It will be held on Fatherôs Day the 21
st
 of June 

and of coarse a BBQ and fun will be served. 

Please stay safe and keep them flying! I hope to see you soon! 

From your president Rob Nunes. 
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FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

 

Angle of Attack-  Float or Sink? 
 
My plane has survived my solo and I am wearing my silver wings.   I am now interested in learning 
how to fly at the lake with floats on my sky raider.   I know it is called a float fly but in April there 
seemed to be a lot of sinking going on.   My sky raider was wiggling back and forth on the water and 
did not want to lift off, even with the elevator all the way up.  It came down into the lake, sunk then 
popped back up on the floats.  That was a sight to see!  Next Dennis did get it in the air and I flew it 
for the first time with floats on it.  Pretty cool, seemed to be doing well and I even did a loop.   I was 
not confident enough to do a water landing yet, so Dennis took over and did a very nice landing.   
Then on the third attempt of taking off, it stalled in the air and came down hard.  Mine was one of 
many planes that day that landed in the lake not so gracefully.   That was the end of flying the sky 
raider at the float fly in April.   After fixing the plane and thinking it through, Dennis moved the floats 
further back to see if that would help.   We took it out again at the May float fly and moving the floats 
back did help.  Also keeping the plane straighter and gaining more speed before pulling it up seemed 
to be a good combination as it took off much easier.  We won a pair of floats at the May fly, so 
hopefully we will have another float plane to fly soon.  See you out at the air field or the lake.   Happy 
flying and hopefully floating too! 
 
Gayle  
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

BY VP DENNIS NISHIMOTO 
.   

We have had requests to publish the newsletter every month and after two publications I feel we are 
capable. We will now be mailing or emailing out a full newsletter every month. Hopefully we can keep 
the Valley Tales interesting and our members will look forward to receiving their copy every month.  
The work on 3 new picnic benches made from the wood Rick Madrigal donated is going well. We had 
all the wood cut so all three are now assembled. Some finishing work and paint will be required 
before they are finished. Thanks to Dee Neiderheiser and James Garner for helping cut the wood! 
A  thanks goes out to all the volunteers who are helping with the Legends Air Show. You will probably 
get the newsletter after the show so next newsletter will have something on the show with pictures. 
Our second float fly had more successful flights than the first thanks to some tips and advise from the 
old hands. You can always count on someone in our club helping you if you are having problems with 
something you’re not familiar with. After two crashes at the first float fly I have improved dramatically 
and can say “no problem man “takeoffs are getting better. That’s all for now!  See you out at the field 
soon.  Dennis Nishimoto  
 

NEW MEMBERS; 
 

The club would like to welcome Mark Hale, Carlos Silva and Kevin Norred to our ranks. Thank you for 
joining our club and may you have safe and happy flying. 
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            The Hovering Curve                  
Seems to me that hovering isnôt quite in the realm of  flying.   Itôs more like forcing an object to go in 

the direction you choose. Then there are the outside forces of gravity, wind, and momentum you 

compensate for to keep from crashing. This is quite a lot to think about when youôre new to 

hovering a helicopter. 

Thatôs just the start of being confused.  Talk to someone whoôs been hovering a while and ask them 

about the speed of the blade and the pitch curve in relation to throttle (Iôm sure I have all that 

phrasing out of context). The blades arenôt the only thingôs that start spinning!   Is it just me or have 

things gotten more complicated to understand in our new digital world?  What happened to the 

vision of tomorrow where everything was easier?   I have 103 pages of operating instructions on my 

new aircraft radio.  Iôve had books that were shorter,  thank God the English in this manual is 

understandable. 

I want to say thank you to the members who have taken the time to explain some things about 

hovering.  Having a support group is encouraging and the support keeps me trying.   People 

supporting other people is what this club is all about. 

I think Iôm at the point where learning more of the principals of hovering will be helpful to me but Iôm 

not ready for a full course of hovering theory. Iôm not on the same level of assimilating knowledge 

as the borg are (saw star trek today). 

I have graduated to a collective pitch helo. In April I got a brand new Esky belt cp.  Itôs a 400 size 

craft and boy do those blades spin fast! My cats donôt ignore this bad boy. They run when itôs in idle 

up mode.  Flying bugs donôt get chopped in half,  they get chopped in quarter sections!  I donôt want 

to find out what it will do to body parts.  Well thatôs all for this month, see ya at the field. Hopefully I 

will be there in one piece.                     

                                              Dennis Nishimoto 

 

                                  

Is it time to Switch the Switch???    
By Tom Berg, Madera Aeromodelers Radio Control Society 
 
The end of last flying season I thought I needed to replace the receiver (RX) battery in my fun-

fly plane because I was only getting 2 or 3 flights out of a battery charge.  I usually check my 

RX battery between every couple of flights (and you may want to think about doing it also).  To 

voltage check my RX battery packs I use the Futaba BR-2000 Battery Checker/Discharger.  It 

has a great digital readout and can also discharge your RX packs down to a safe level to 

ñcycleò them.  However, any expanded scale volt meter that simulates a servo load will work 

to check your RX battery.   

 

After a day of flying, well a couple of flights, I brought the plane home and pulled the RX 

battery out to cycle and test it.  I started by putting the 6.0 volt battery on the Checker andé 

Wow, it still read 6.2 volts!!  I know at the field I had drawn down to well below 6.0 volts when I 

checked and stopped flying.  So, I hooked the battery back up to the RX and tested the system 

again through the charging plug like I do in the field.  OK, now itôs back down to below 6 volts.   
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I figured that I may have dirt or grime on the charge plug so I cleaned it off with alcohol and 

tested again and it was still below 6 volts.  I thought that maybe it was just the plug so I pulled 

the battery lead going to the RX and tested there.  OK, below 6.0 volts again. 

 

This appeared to be a problem so I decided to cycle the battery and test some switches.  Here 

is what I found out on the 6-volt battery and three switches: 

 

ƴ Fresh charge on the 6.0 volt battery = 6.6 volts to the Checker 

ƴ Voltage through the ñbadò switch = 6.0 volts to the charge lead and the RX (a 0.6 volt 

drop!!) 

ƴ A JR switch had a reading of 6.5 volts to the charge lead and RX 

ƴ A Heavy Duty ñoff brandò switch had a reading of 6.3 volts. 

 

Based on these readings, I swapped out the old switch for a new JR switch.  You may expect 

a little voltage drop from the battery trying to push current through two sets of plugs and 

across a switch, but NOT over ½-volt!!  Besides the new switch, I also put an ñon-boardò 

monitor on the plane where I can watch the voltage under RX and servo load.  I am much more 

comfortable with flying the setup now.  By the way, I cycled the battery and confirmed the 

capacity (in milliamps) was still 99 percent of the listed rating.  Therefore I know Iôm not 

loosing voltage to a weak battery.  Side Note: if your battery drops below 80% of its capacity 

(only 800 mAh on a 1,000 mAh pack) it is also a good time to get a new pack. 

 

Since I am not a person that can stop with just one test, I ran a new 4.8-volt setup through the 

same tests (including the bad switch). Here is what I found out on the 4.8-volt battery and two 

switches: 

 

ƴ Fresh charge on the 4.8 volt battery = 5.1 volts to the Checker 

ƴ Voltage through the ñbadò switch = 4.4 volts to the charge lead and 4.3 volts to the 

RX (a 0.8 VOLT DROP!!!) 

ƴ The new JR switch had a reading of 5.0 volts to the charge lead and RX 

 

You will be happy to know that the bad switch is now disassembled and not to be used in any 

aircraft.  I still donôt know if it was a bad plug or a bad switch that caused the large voltage 

drop ï but I do know it was a problem that needed to be fixed.  Having your RX battery deliver 

0.6 to 0.8 volts less to the airborne system could be a big safety concern. 

 

With all of this, I have learned a couple of new things; 1) A good switch should only have a 0.1 

volt (maybe 0.2) drop between the Battery and your receiver, 2) I (we) should check our 

batteries and switches each season, 3) I (we) need to check the RX batteries a couple of times 

when we are out flying, and 4) I like having an on-board battery monitor in my planes. 

 

I hope you found some good information in this article.  Having this problem occur was an 

eye-opener for me.  And please; check and change out those old batteries and switches if they 

are not up to the job!  
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PICTURE TIME 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     JD Johnson’s giant scale Formula 1 racer.                                            Gary Jorgenson’s with his little electric job. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
         Rob Nunesôs vintage Sterling modelôs Royal Coachman.            Mike Jennisenôs Midwest models Aerostar. 
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Chuck Winter’s beautiful Grumman F7F Tigercat. 
                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               JD Johnson helps a new student pilot.                                           James Garner and Elias Jimenez prep James’s RCM 60.                                               
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Dennis with Sky Raider at April Float Fly                                Dee with Cub at April Float Fly at Millerton 2009. 
 

 
 
Bob Hansen with plane and Flags and friends. 
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Come Join US 
 
 
 

                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCS Club Fly and BBQ 
 
 
Where:  At the MARCS club Field. 
 
When:  July 4

th
 in the late afternoon. 

 
Who:    MARC’S club members and their families. 
 
 
 
Bring your planes to fly.   A BBQ dinner will be served.  
There should be some fireworks to see coming from 
the golf course area. 
 
 
 
  


