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M.A.R.C.S. Calendar: 

 

Contest/Fun Calendar: 

August 9th. Club Meeting 7:30 PM 
Madera Country Farm Bureau Office 

1102 South Pine Street. 
 

Aug. 21
st
. MARCS Monthly Float Fly. 

Aug. 27-29 MARCS Scale Master Qualifier. 
Sept. 19

th
. MARCS Monthly Float Fly. 

Oct. 16
th

. MARCS Last Float Fly Of The Year. 
Oct. 30

th
. MARCS Vintage Fly. 

 
 

Raffle Prizes: Prizes such as glue, props, motors, 
Fuel etc., can be won for just a dollar 
Per ticket, or six tickets for five dollars. 
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SEVENTH MEETING OF 2010 

 

Meeting Called to Order: 
The July 12th, 2010 meeting was called to order by President Brian Riffel at 7; 45 P.M. approximately 17members were present. 
 

Minutes: 
The minutes of the June 14th meeting were read by vice president Dennis Nishimoto and approved by the membership present. 
 

Treasurerôs Report: 
 
Treasurer Bill Jacobsen read the treasurer report to the members present. 
 
 

 

Old Business: 

 
The gate combo change was discussed with Brian Riffel, volunteering to get the new combo out to members. 
MARCS club thanked Mark Ward for putting on a great show with his night heli demonstration at the 4

th
 of July fun fly.    

Gary Jorgenson reported the spraying of weeds was completed and was thanked for his work. 

New Business: 
 

Ron Jones brought up rules being posted and AMA card being displayed. 
Tom Berg spoke on AMA safety operational rules being displayed.  Our club has no operational rules but safety rules. And our 
bylaws state members must be AMA members. 
T J Scott suggested we make a rule that the AMA card must be displayed on persons. 
Ron Jones made motion to pass safety rule to display AMA card on person. Motion passed effective September 1

st
. 

Rob Nunes committed to making a new sign for safety rules. 
Carlos Valentine was voted in as Trustee. 
Rob Nunes and Ron Jones volunteered to be field instructors. 
 

New Members and Guest 

 

No new members this month 

  

Show and Tell 

 

Scott Allen was presented his solo wings                                    Dennis shows Handyman 

                                                     
 

 President Brian Riffel adjourned the July 12
th

. 2010  meeting at 9:15 PM. 

 

Raffle Yes we had a good one again. 
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FROM THE President - Brian 
 

 Dear M.A.R.C.S. Members 
This was in the dist 10 news letter.  I thought i would pass it along to the membership. 

 

 Who is their own worst enemy?  

Is it the Turbine Jets or their pilots that fly them?  

 
Some would say Turbine jets are getting a bad rap, others would say itôs the pilots who fly them 

that is causing it. Just to be clear, I am writing about Turbines here, not necessarily fan jets.  

Now before I upset every jet pilot out there I know there are good, responsible jet builders, flyers 

and owners. But just as I wrote about 3-D flying, the guys who cause the most trouble in the 3-D 

arena are the pilots that caused trouble long before they had their 3-D plane. I think the same goes 

here, and letôs be honest, Turbine Jets are being banned all over so this subject needs looked at, 

é..and something done.  

There are a few reasons that come to mind, one, Jets are a bit different in that they go MUCH faster 

than most other types of our airplanes, but flown safely and within the rules of a club and the 

AMA, they can get along with others just fine. Then there is that ball of fire shooting out the back 

end to consider. We all know fires have been started by turbines going down, I have witnessed 

them a few times myself therefore some clubs and landlords are not risking their flying fields on 

that chance. But that isnôt the only reason why some have banned them from their flying sites. Itôs 

mainly how the pilots fly or how they act towards other pilots, especially when safety 

rules are brought into the conversation. Another thing to consider is the height they fly at, 

or can fly at. This can be a whole new problem. Some places altitude is very, very criti-cal, most 

commonly around airports or in the flight path of any full scale airplanes.  

Letôs face it, the wow factor of a jet is its speed, its sound, and itôs looks are close. Jet owners are 

and should be proud of their work, some are quite impressive. But guys and gals, you need to make 

a choice, a choice to police yourselves, a choice that will change the trend against jets and their 

pilots. Others are telling you there is a prob-lem, and you see the places where you are allowed to 

fly disappearing, you see it and you know it. You are your best chance to stop it.  

Itôs hard to go up to a fellow modeler and discuss the rules. But if you want to keep fly-ing Jets it 

needs to be done, and YOU need to do it. Coming from another Jet pilot just might make the 

difference in a bit of a rogue pilot following the rules or not. Again I am mainly talking Turbines 

but you ALL know what I mean.  

Mike Brown  

Your District X Vice President  
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FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR- Gayle 

Angle of Attack- by Mick Mickelson 
Dennis received this letter from Mick Mickelson.   Mick said it would be 
alright if I printed it in our newsletter.  Thank you Mick, Gayle 

 
Dear Dennis, 
 
 Dee and I thank you for your kind words in the last newsletter.  Actually 
we were visited by an old geezer with a large hat with a point on top and 
stars on his cape, and before he disappeared in a puff of smoke he 
imparted the following words of wisdom. 
 
In descending order of importance for successful operating of R/C models 
from water: 
 

1.  You MUST have sharp (acute) angles on the bottom of your floats or 
hull, or the water will crawl up the sides making take-off difficult or 
impossible. 

2.  Try for low wing loading, power loading and float loading. 
3.  Flat bottom airfoils like the Clark Y on the Sig Seniorita or under 

cambered like the high lift airfoil on the 1930ôs Buccaneer Jr. are best.  
Semi symmetrical airfoils have to get a fairly high angle of attack to get 
enough lift to get off the water. 

4.  Absolutely dependable engines, especially idle, will make you look 
good.  You know, less retrieval. 

5.  The step should be somewhere near the CG.  Not important. 
6.  Float length should be about 80% of the fuselage length from spinner 

to TE of the rudder. 
7.  The float step should be slightly behind the mid-point of the float,   
something like 55% forward and 45% behind so the stern doesnôt dig in 
on rotation. 
 Five, six and seven are for building your own foam floats, if youôre 
going store bought forget it.   
                   PS. Donôt run the tank dry, see number 4. 
 
       Sincerely,    Mick 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

BY VP DENNIS NISHIMOTO 

 
 

  Have you ever tried programming a new radio at the field without the instructional 
manual?  If youôre like me you donôt carry the manual to the flying field because you 
just donôt think itôs necessary.  Why bother with the extra baggage?  But then thereôs 
always Murphyôs Law to deal with when youôre not prepared for everything.  Like when 
I accidently push one of those buttons on the radio I have no idea what itôs for.  That 
starts the preverbal snowball down the hill.  Boy does that snowball pick up speed fast!  
All it takes is one little bobble when your flying and trying to set the trim on your 
elevator.  You canôt take your eyes off your aircraft so you fumble around in the dark 
feeling for that trim tab hoping you can keep the plane on a steady course and you 
hear this beep noise coming from the radio.  You know it means something important 
but do you have time to look down and access the situation?  Oh no you just hope you 
donôt touch anything else until you get back on the ground.  And all the time you are 
flying around with the elevator needing more up until youôve made a good landing or 
crash landing.  
 
  Iôm not comfortable telling you this has happened to me more than once.  So I have 
been purposely programming my JR at home to do all kinds of cool things.  It almost 
seems like cheating when I can flip a switch and fly inverted with the trims set 
correctly.   It takes a lot of patience but you end up knowing a lot more about how to 
access modes and functions and program mixes.  Itôs also cool to make your aircraft 
do a loop on its own axes or a rudder loop starting from a knife edge. Thatôs because 
the radio makes me look so polished at flying maneuvers.   Itôs really great when you 
finally get to the top of the learning curve on your 85 page instruction manual. The 
struggle to the top has been like pushing that snowball up the hill.  I know the next time 
I buy a new radio Iôll be looking for one that has programming similar to the one I have.  
Of course you know how that goes.  Anything being sold as new and improved these 
days is going to have a totally different set up manual because itôs been improved for 
easier understanding.  Thatôs just advancement in technology be it cell phones or 
washing machines. 
   So that flying saucer car we all thought would be in everybodyôs garage by 2010 is 
probably ready,  itôs just been put on hold until the 45,000 page instruction manualôs 
been written.  I hope those guys changing my instruction manuals get done soon and 
move up the ladder, I want to see my flying saucer car and Iôm tired of studying 
manuals. 
 
 

Your VP Dennis Nishimoto 



VALLEY TALES                                                                                      Page 6 
 VOLUME 25            EDITION 08 

PICTURE TIME- July Float Fly 

   

 

   
 

   

    


