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M.A.R.C.S. Calendar: 

 

Contest/Fun Calendar: 

June 14th. Club Meeting 7:30 PM 
Madera Country Farm Bureau Office 

1102 South Pine Street. 
 

June 19
th

 MARCS Fatherôs Day Float Fly. 
June 26

th
 MARCS Memorial Fly and 25

th
 Anny. 

July 18 MARCS Monthly Float Fly. 
Aug. 14

th
 MARCS Monthly Float Fly. 

Aug. 27-29 MARCS Scale Master Qualifier. 
Sept. 19

th
 MARCS Monthly Float Fly. 

 

Raffle Prizes: Prizes such as glue, props, motors, 
Fuel etc., can be won for just a dollar 
Per ticket, or six tickets for five dollars. 
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FITFTH MEETING OF 2010 

 

Meeting Called to Order: 
The May 10th, 2010 meeting was called to order by President Brian Riffel at 7:45 P.M.  Approximately 24 members were present. 
 

Minutes: 
The minutes of the April 12th meeting were read by Secretary Steve Starnes and approved by the membership present. 
 

Treasurerôs Report: 
Treasurer Bill Jacobsen read the treasurer report to the members present. 

 

Old Business: 
Gary Gleim has emailed a picture of the first run up stand and asked for help with the paint or galvanizing of the run up stand. 
If anyone can help or have connections that can help please call him an #908-8471 (photo in picture time) 
 
Guest Joe Conway spoke to members about the upcoming air show Gathering of War Birds May 22

nd
 and 23

rd
.  Aircraft to be 

there included the FA18 Super Hornets, German Alpha jet, four B24 Bombers, which include Old Glory, Made in the Shade, 
Executive Sweet, and Heavenly Body. 
 
Jim Soper spoke of the upcoming IMAA event at castle on the 27

th
 to 30

th
   the Merced club will be hosting with MARCs 

members as volunteers. 
 

New Business: 
Larry Southerland wants everyone to know of the Oct. 14

th
 to 17

th
 Giant scale racing to be held at Sequoia Field near Visalia 

California. 
 
Dennis Nishimoto brought up the practice of wearing your AMA card while flying at the field and asked for input from members 
on our policies of guests flyers. Suggestions from the members included practices such as having guests call the member to 
confirm he or she will be there when the guest flies, or the inviting member having to be responsible for some other club 
member to show up when the guests flies.    
 
Filed Marshal Ron Jones reminded the club that controlled substance use at the field is prohibited by law and perpetrators will 
be subject to removal from the premises.  
 
President Brian Riffle discussed with the membership a new safety rule that would restrict turbine jet, unlimited giant scale 
racers and formula 1 giant scale alcohol racers from flying at MARCS field with the only exception being if itôs an AMA 
sanctioned event. Motion to vote on the safety rule change was made and the motion was approved by the members. 
 

New Members 

Welcome new members Corey Frenette , Sherley Tillis, Travis Richard, Richard Simmons, Jerry Unruh, Clint Hunt, 

and Francie Valentine (AKA- 007). 

Show and Tell                                                                                                                         

                                    
 Larry Southerlandôs                     ????????????                      

Neptune                                              ducted fan jet 

 President Brian Riffel adjoined the May 10
th

 2010 meeting at 9:10 PM. 

 

Raffle Yes we had a good one again. 
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From the President - Brian 
 

 
 

Dear MARCS, 
Wow, what a busy month.  We had T-34 Race, Float Fly, Madera Air show and IMAA Castle.  

Our club has been very busy.  We have also made some difficult decisions this past month.   
 
I was not able to come to the T-34 race or the Float Fly, but I was told they were very nice 

events.  The race the club had a great showing of volunteers.  The float fly had many pilots and a 
good BBQ.   

 
The Madera Air show was a great event for us again.  We put on two great demonstrations on 

Saturday and Sunday.  The Air Boss and the FAA were very happy with our show and felt it was very 
professional and safe.  This type of dedication from the pilots and crews that preformed continues to 
make me proud to be in this club.  I would like to give a special thanks to Tom Faretta and Cart 
Addictions hobby shop for selling small RC helicopters and giving us some of the profit.  I look 
forward to the relationship between our club and Cart Addictions.   

 
The IMAA event was great.  I was able fly in on Saturday and looking down on an RC event of 

this size took my breath away.  RV, Toy Haulers and RC planes everywhere was a sight to see.   
 
At the last meeting we talked about guests.  I got the impression that we have forgotten or 

misunderstood some of the Field and Safety Rules.   
 
1.  The operation of model aircraft is restricted to members of MARCS in good standing and their 
invited guests only.  It is each memberôs responsibility to physically see his guestsô current AMA 
card. 

 
    At the last meeting we discussed the need for everyone to display their AMA cards.  It is a good 

habit and we need to get back to it. Please get a card holder and display your AMA card. 
 
2.  All persons who operate aircraft at the MARCS flying site or in a club-sponsored event must be 

members of AMA in good standing.  Any AMA certified, non-MARCS guest from another club may 
fly at MARCS field as long as said person or persons abides by club field rules. 

 
It is every memberôs responsibility to make sure each person flying at our field is familiar with our 

Field and Safety Rules.  As a reminder Iôll give you the definition of ñguestò and ñvisitor.ò 
 

Guest- a person who receives the hospitality of a club, a city, or the like. 
 

Visitor- a person who visits, as for reasons of friendship, business, duty, travel, or the like. 
 
 
Till next month.   Fly safe. 
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FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Gayle 

Angle of Attack-May full of events to attend 

This has been a very busy month for us.  First there was the T34 race and then the next day we went to the 
Float Fly at Millerton, then the next weekend there was the Madera air show Gathering of War birds and the 
week after that was the IMAA at Castle and the open cockpit day at the Castle air museum.   
 
The T34 race did not have many flyers, but those who attended had a nice morning with good weather.  There 
was a good raffle and a workers raffle that made sure all the workers got something for their efforts.   
 
We had a fun time at the Float Fly.  No major crashes and hamburgers and hot dogs were served for lunch 
with ice cream for dessert.  I had a small problem with my sailboat; we had to go get it with the canoe.  Dennis 
fixed it and I was back on the lake.   We had a tough time getting my Sky Raider out of the water, once it was 
up in the air it flew great.  Dennis, Mick, Dee, Ron, and Larry seemed to all be having a good time flying.  The 
weather was very nice, but the water was a bit low. 
 
We worked the booth at the Madera air show, selling raffle tickets for our club and heliôs for Tom Faretta of 
Madera Hobby.   Dennis sold a lot of the Phantom 6010 mini heliôs.  They fly very stable and are great for 
flying inside.  We bought a red one from Tom for the MARCS June raffle at the club meeting.  The Madera air 
show was amazing with lots of war planes and I especially liked watching the wing walker, she was called the 
wind walker.   I talked with Margi and she said it was fun to be a wing walker.  She said it was like riding a 
horse at a trot when it was windy up on the Stearman plane.  Her husband Hartley is the pilot.   I also met two 
pilots from the Super Hornet, a man and a woman that were in the Navy.  Tom Berg and I took a picture with 
them; itôs in picture time this month.  The Super Hornet was very cool to watch.  I also met Carl Liepold, a pilot 
that did some fancy flying in a very colorful red white and blue plane.   Tom Berg (a MARCS member) jumped 
out of an airplane and landed safely onto the field by the runway.   He is an experienced jumper.   I am looking 
forward to attending the Madera air show next year for more excitement and non-stop action. 
 
Last week we went to our first IMAA event at Castle airport.  It was very interesting.  We helped set up and 
took our motor home to sleep in since we had volunteered to work four days there.  The planes are very big so 
are easy to see when they fly them.  They had a very unique Japanese plane that I had never seen before.  
My favorite part was the night flying afterwards.  Mark Ward brought a heli with lights on it and flew it Saturday 
and Sunday night.  It was a sight to see.  He is a very good heli pilot.  Also Elias brought his T28 plane that 
has lights on it and flew it Sunday night.   It has green on one side of the bottom and red on the other and blue 
lights on the top part.  There were a few other flyers that had planes with lights and Saturday night there was a 
beautiful orange harvest moon to see.   There were a lot of people selling planes and some remote control 
boats and some vendors that were selling stuff for planes and sunglasses to see your planes better when you 
fly.  Looked like most of the people were enjoying the event.  On Sunday we went to the open cockpit day at 
the Castle Air Museum and went inside of some of the war planes there.  Quite a few people flew into the 
airport for the event.   I hope that Castle has the IMAA there again next year for everyone to enjoy.  I will put 
lots of pictures of the IMAA at Castle into the July newsletter.   Here are three night shots I took at Castle. 
 

   



VALLEY TALES                                                                                      Page 5 
 VOLUME 25            EDITION 06 
 
  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

BY VP DENNIS NISHIMOTO 
 
 
 

As I write this article we are in the middle of volunteering for the IMAA event at Castle airport.  The volunteers 
will be cleaning up on Monday and the event will be history.  So on Friday night it already looks like we have a 
successful event.  The crowds are here and there are approximately 100 motor homes already parked for the 
event.  There are many familiar faces and lots of new ones.  We had to get back home today to feed the 
animals but will return Saturday.  There are lots of good deals to be had if you walk around and check out 
what everyone brought to sell.   I am so glad that Castle was available to host this event.  The venue for the 
gathering seems to fit Castle airport very well.     
 
Madera air show 2010 turned out to be a huge success for our city and club.  We had 20,000 people attend 
Gathering of War Birds and MARCS members got to fly in the air show.  Thanks goes to Brian Riffle for his 
diligence in preparing the air show we put on with the RC airplanes.  Thanks go to the pilots who flew and 
ground crew who supported the flyers.  We did great on the raffle and thanks goes to the people who helped 
sell tickets and helicopters, especially James Garner who did a fantastic job of selling our club raffle tickets to 
the general public and recruiting new people to our hobby.  The new run-up stands were on display they were 
powder coated by Madera Powder Coating.  Thanks go to Gary Gleim for his efforts at getting them finished.     
 
The May float fly was held Sunday the 16

th
.  We had about 15 people and yes I brought ice cream for 

everyone who attended.  Thanks goes to Ron Jones for bringing the equipment to the lake and thanks go to 
Ronôs friends Donna and her husband for cooking the hamburgers and hotdogs.  The weather conditions at 
the lake were perfect for flying with pontoons.  We had a slight breeze that created a light ripple upon the lake 
to help break the surface tension and get the airplanes up to takeoff speed.  Larry Southerland brought his 
new Neptune and it flew flawless for its maiden flight.  I flew my J3 cub which had a new tail under rudder 
attached to improve stability.  Everyone had a great time even the MARCS member that got stuck in the mud, 
I wonôt name names because Gayle didnôt take any pictures to prove it, but I will say that he got unstuck fast 
knowing that Gayle would be on her way with her camera.   Dee Neiderheiser flew his j3 cub which had new 
monokote this year.  He did a great job of replacing the old covering that lost its adhesive properties.  I 
couldnôt tell the difference between his covering and that of a new ARF.  I helped Dee unload his cub and 
noticed he had several small holes in the bottom of the wings.  Thinking they were from transporting the wings 
I said hey Dee what happened here did you have a boo boo and he replied no thatôs where the wing supports 
attach.    
 
The T34 air races were held on the 15

th
 of May 28, 2010 with a small turnout.  We had 11 racers with our own 

Rob Nunes entering the novice class.  Congratulations Rob for being up to flying with the big dogs it only gets 
easier from here.  Thanks go to J D Johnson for getting everything set up for the races, Matt Raymond and 
Kevin Norred for acting as CDôs, and all the volunteers that helped out that day.  
 
This is all for now.  I will be getting back to the IMAA event but hope to see you at Juneôs meeting, float fly, 
and memorial fly.   
 
Your VP Dennis Nishimoto 
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PICTURE TIME 
 
Gary Gleimôs run up stand     Finished powder coated run up stand    Dennis selling Heliôs at Madera air show 

              
MARCS booth at Madera Air Show- Gathering of War Birds      

   
MARCS members fly at Madera air show  

   
Elias flying his Extra 3D plane with smoke                                                        Denny Bakerôs Lancair 

    


